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rom the perspective of comparative national strategies, this pa-
Fper examines discourses, strategies and institutions for the 4"
Industrial Revolution, currently implemented by four major countries,
such as Germany, the United States, Japan and China. And relying

on this comparative analysis, it attempts to draw out the implications

2 47 MeiS g2l AP |}

for South Korea’s future strategies in this sector. These four leading
countries highlight different aspects of the 4" Industrial Revolution.
For example, the United States, a front runner in the information age,
takes advantage of its competitive edges in the information services
of clouding computing, big data, software and artificial intelligence,
and further pursues for maintaining its technological hegemony. In
contrast, discourses and strategies of such countries as Germany
and Japan emphasize the role of government in industrial planing
and socio-economic transformation, and they attempt to renovate
their national competitiveness in manufacturing sectors and to cope
with the overreaching technological power of the United States. And
China, a country which boasts the government-led rapid growth in
the sectors of manufacturing and information services, adopts so
far the two-sided discourse and strategy, predicated on its potential
that simultaneously commits manufacturing and informatization sec-
tors. These four countries are competing to realize their own visions
that reflect their interests to the future direction of the 4" industrial
revolution. This mode of competition could be conceptualized as the
“frame competition” in the sense that it seeks to generate and diffuse
their own discursive frames for their own interests. It must be a very
essential part of national strategies for South Korea, which searches
for the so-called Korean-style strategies for the 4" Industrial Revo-
lution, to understand the current status and future direction of the

frame competition led by the above major countries.
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