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International Political Economy of the Digital Platform

Competition:
Evolution of the US-China Competition for Technological Hegemony
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This paper explores the evolution of the U.S.-China competition for technol-
ogical hegemony through examining the case of the emerging digital platform
competition. The U.S.-China platform competition, which started in the computing
and mobile platform competition, has recently evolved into digital platform com-
petition in the fields of Internet search, artificial intelligence, cloud computing, and
big data. And the digital platform competition in SNS, video, OTT, and games is
expected to emerge in the future. In this process, the focus of the U.S.-China
competition has expanded beyond the competition over products, technologies, and
standards in a narrow sense to a more comprehensive sense of digital platform
competition. So far, U.S. IT companies have dominated digital platforms, but Chinese
platform companies are recently pioneering new models in some areas. However,
such digital platform competition cannot be understood only from the perspective of
“competition among companies”, but should also be understood from the perspec-
tive of “competition among countries.” Indeed, variables such as trade, sovereignty,
policies, laws, institutions, nationalism, alliances, diplomacy, inter- national norms,
and wars are becoming issues. From this perspective, the recent digital platform
competition between the U.S. and China is not just a competition on one platform,
but a competition for “platform of platforms” that encompasses all platforms. For
South Korea, which lies between the two platforms, the U.S. and China, it is urgent
to consider future national strategies to cope with the emerging of the digital
platform competition.
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