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Linguistic Nationalism of Korea in the Information Age:
Political Economy of the “Movement to Save Hangul”

Sangbae Kim

Since the early 1990s, “Hangul.” the Korean-language word processing software produced by
“Hangul and Computer,” had protected the Korean market against Microsoft’s Korean-language
“Word” by commanding more than 75 percent of the market share. Indeed, the Koreans had
regarded “Hangul” as a symbol of industrial independency and the Korean culture. Due to
tinancial pinch in the late 1990s, however, “Hangul and Computer” decided to stop producing its
word processing software in return for an investment by Microsoft. The Korean public was
outraged by the news and began to mobilize a nation-wide campaign to save “Hangul.” This
paper explores the political and economic dynamics of the so-called “Movement to Save
Hangul™ in June of 1998. conceptualized as a case of the “linguistic nationalism” of Korea in the
information age. First, the paper examines the achievements and limitations of the Movement
and explores the Movement’s implications for Korea’s strategies in information industries of the
future. Second, it systematically analyzes the structural forces in the global software industry,
which had eventually frustrated “Haugul” in spite of the early success brought by the Movement.
Finally, this paper examines the government’s standardization policies for Korean character code
and the regimes for intellectual property rights, which were not successful in providing a

favorable environment for the survival of “Hangul.”

Dialectics of Mediation: the Case of the Rise and Fall of States
Jong-Gook Back

The dialectics of mediation is one of the most useful devices to understand why States rise and
fall. Human beings need the mediators to improve their lives in spite of their limited capability.
However, the mediators such as States tend to intensify their own subsistence rather than to serve
their substantial roles. The intensification of the mediators means the alienation of the mediation
from its original goals. It results in the contradiction of the self-destruction. The state as a
mediator meets the same destiny as all mediators would do unless she holds up constant reforms
to resist the tendency. Olson’s logic of collective action and North’s logic of agency problem

could be the theoretical stepping stones to reach the theoretical conclusion.



