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F=o] Hol= YAd ERHF A2 et 7Y 1 BAREE ofyH v|S &
29| =7t PR At EHE 71AES AL BRF ol gt I A1 = &
A7F &5 AA =27F ofd AR =T 7|¥E Fi UAtKRolf and
Schindler, 2022, p.0).
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S7ke} FEAL olefFt BREC] et AL o] AT IS FolA FAA
BAZ A5} Folck. ojv] tlXY BRES| SuEe] et 4 33 LAYL A
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o4 217l ti-gste] =717 HAE Aol A3 ANdste] = ddshe 4
Z HojEth vla SRoME 57k W ERE 71900 Hit SAE Akt
I =7tolelo] HA ¢ FRA 0= OJESHA W ohRt MR el Stk
n=i} S92 B AYTE B1E FE51] oA s E38E 79EE B
Ao FHoh= ¢, EWE 7IAS2 dHQollA 9] A¥ wuioflA 9] HolE &
Aol tigt £ FE2 t7tE - ° H71Y 2A9f| 7]A°] gSkal Utk
(Rolf and Schindler, 2022, p.3).
olgfgt ‘=771 EFA 24 ‘EAE F7Hplatform state) 7t vl F=
oA Sk A2 T2 I=olA ERE F71] P2 =7 AY
TSt WA o2 th2A yehdth vl=3 S04 Yeliue =7F E3F X
i_,__,]_,] T2 Al 7HA] 9] FE =], i) =71, i) 24 AR
< ZARE ol 7IRkS & EHE 719, i) 3W 2 22 S54RSS B
o] JZAoltt. Hl=Z SR 0B HF o R &5 A9 QIMEIBE v
Al EHF 71497 9z WA 2 F6ARES Adohs BH, siejolA= 2
2 AN EHE 7|9E AEsh] A8 A o AAA Y ARt o]
o s} S=2 EAF 7ol gt =W #AIE A3sHA Fifshkes Aol £
o], A or= w7 XY a6 Y- HEYY & F5to] A 7Rk
9 A& AZFFS FF5}1 AUtHRolf and Schindler, 2022, pp.6-7).
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2015; Ikenberry, 2018).
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Middle Power Strategies in the Age

of Platform Geopolitics:
Implications of the Korean Cases of Digital Platforms

Sangbae Kim

Relying on the concept of “platform geopolitics,” this article attempts to
identify the recent changes of world politics and seeks a new theory of middle
power strategy especially for Korea. In order to gain implications for these theo-
retical discussions, it was noted that Korean digital platform companies achieved
in acquiring the domestic market or entering the overseas market. The concerns
of the Korean digital platform companies have a lot to do with the anguish that
Korea has in terms of the overall national strategy of the future. For example, the
establishment of relations with U.S. platform companies as a global dominant
platform, competition with Chinese platform companies as a challenger, and coop-
eration with local platforms in Southeast Asia or Europe are all in line with
Korea’s strategic concerns from a diplomatic and security perspective. The fact
that Korea is one of the few countries to have its own national platform and the
fact that Korean platform companies are recently entering overseas markets and
increasing their competitiveness are also meaningful as leading indicators for
Korea’s middle power strategy. Based on the concept of “parallel brokerage on
the platform,” this article examines the theoretical resources developed in the ex-
isting theories of middle power strategy, and further explores the nature of middle
power’s platform strategies that Korea will pursue from the perspective of
“application and innovation platform strategies,” “bandwagon and niche platform
strategies,” and “coalition and localization platform strategies.”

Keywords: Platform, Geopolitics, Middle Power, National Strategy, Digital, Korea



